
Stok Palace - Ladakh 
The Last Dynasty

What is it?  

One cannot have enough of Ladakh at once as it is often 
called “The land beyond time”. This time we have bring you 
an iconic landmark, 195 years old, Stok Palace, a heritage 
hotel plus a Buddhist Monastery, located 15 kms south of 
Leh.  

Once the seat of power for the erstwhile Ladakh Royal 
Family, with the 35th generation still residing here. The 
current owner or scion of the Namgyal dynasty, Jigmed 
Wangchuk Namgyal has thoroughly completed the 
restoration of the palace using traditional methods and 
elements, many of which are a dying craft today.  

There are 4 suites, 1 Royal Suite and 1 Queen Suite with 
modern bathrooms but yet preserved from urbanity.   

Why to visit?  

This residential complex contains murals of very high quality 
on various themes, both secular and religious. It is also popular 
for its well preserved and curated museum which is one of its 
kind in the western Himalayas showcases the rich artifacts and 
other collections as well a family shrine with in-house monk 
who performs daily prayers and rituals which has very serene 
effect BUT the real treat lies in being part of the living heritage 
at the palace – enthralling stories, fascinating secrets, visits 
from oracles all entail your romantic stay here.  

The design is not of the ‘excessive as luxury’ but decluttered 
for that very human touch to soothe and calm.  

You can surely enjoy the finger-licking Ladakhi cuisines. 



What to do? 

From Heritage walks around the village to a day’s walk into 
the base of Stok Kangri which is very relaxing where you can 
enjoy the Flora and Fauna.  

Camel Safari, Horse Rides, River Rafting on Indus River, 
Cooking Classes on Ladakhi Cuisine and exclusively 
organized cultural shows are some signature activities. 

Not to be missed -  

• Notable Library including all 108 volumes of Kangyur (a 
collection of teachings of Lord Buddha).  

• A ritual dance-mask festival held annually in which there is 
a huge participation by the locals.  

• There is also a collection of Royal Clothing, crowns and 
other important things which you can see while on the 
excursion of the Palace.  

• In the morning you can experience the chants by the 
monks in the temple above.  

• Lhakchung (Temple) on the upper floor.  

• Meeting with a Royal family. 



When to visit? 

Stok Palace is situated at a height of 12000 ft towards 
Zanskar Range.  

Ladakh is open for tourists throughout the year, while the 
best period for tour and trek is from June to October when 
Ladakh is an unparalleled paradise, with clear stunning views 
and warm & sunny weather.

How to get there?  
There are regular flights round the year on Jet Airways, Go Air 
and Air India from Delhi which takes approximately 1.5 hours 
to reach Leh. The distance between Leh airport and Stok 
Palace is 20 Kms approximately and it takes 30 minutes to 
cover the distance by vehicle.  

During Summers, you can access Leh through Manali and 
Srinagar by road.  


