
Glenburn Tea Estate 
Brews with views

What is it?  

It’s rare to find good walking country in India where you 
won’t be disturbed by lots of other people and can sleep in 
luxurious surroundings each night. Step forward idyllic 
Glenburn, a working tea estate established in 1860 by 
Scottish tea planters, with 1,600 acres of verdant forest, 
rolling hills, tea picker villages and a pair of river valleys to 
explore.  

To travel to Glenburn Tea Estate, perched stately among the 
jagged peaks of the Kanchenjunga Range, is to capture a 
time now past. As though erected in an old dream of 
remoteness and frontier prosperity, Glenburn sits among 
sprawling tea fields, on a property criss-crossed by snow-fed 
Himalayan rivers. 

Why to visit?  

To stay in the heart of a 1600-acre working tea estate above 
the River Rungeet in the beautifully restored colonial-style 
plantation bungalows overlooking rolling hills on one side and 
Kanchenjunga on the other. 

The sought-after Darjeeling tea that is grown here is award-
winning – the estate’s Silver Needle Tea took home the 
accolade of World’s Best White Tea. 

To get involved in the tea-making processes at the estate, from 
picking the “bud and two leaves” to learning the intricacies of 
the wilting, leaf maceration, fermentation and drying 
techniques.  

To cross the hanging bridge into Sikkim, spot birds and 
butterflies, roam the estate in a 4x4, or sit and sketch the 
stunning landscapes.  

To head off to the stilted lodge, set on a private river, for 
lamplit dinners, stargazing or trout fishing. 



Not to be missed -  

• Glenburn Tea Estate is a paradise for tea-tasters, hikers, and, birdwatchers. 

• Overnight in the log cabin. 

• Toy Train ride to Ghoom. 

• Tour through the factory, followed by a tasting of the black, white and green teas produced at the estate with the Estate 
Manager. 

• Tea-smoked chicken, tea-leaf tempura, and tea-scented panna cotta during the dinner. 



When to visit? 

March to June is the most pleasant time to visit this place.

How to get there?  

There are daily flights from Kolkata (45-minutes), Guwahati (30-
minutes) and New Delhi (2-hours) to Bagdogra. Glenburn is a 
3-hour drive from the airport. 

Take a train to the nearest Railway Station, New Jalpaiguri and 
drive for 90 minutes. 


