
Gir National Park 
The Lion King

What is it?  

Gir National Park attracts droves of visitors to see the Asiatic 
lion in the wild, Home to the Asiatic lion, the Sasan Gir Forest 
is one of the only two natural habitats of this subspecies 
around the world where these creatures are now found. 
Once almost hunted to extinction, numbers have recovered 
well due to conservation efforts.  

In past, the Gir forest was the hunting reserve of the Nawabs 
of Junagadh. During the British Raj, lions were hunted 
mercilessly by the British officers assisted by the obliging 
Maharajas and Nawabs. In 1900, the famine decreased the 
lion population so badly that Lord Curzon cancelled his 
shoot in Gir where he had been invited by the Nawabs for a 
Shikaar. The Government of India banned the hunting of lion 
in the year of 1960 and in 1965 Gir forest was declared a 
wildlife sanctuary. 

The park's core zone, which extends for almost 260 square 
kilometres, was declared as a national park in 1975 and lion 
numbers have increased from under 200 to over 400. The 
sanctuary’s 37 other mammal species, most of which have 
also increased in numbers, include dainty chital (spotted 
deer), sambar (large deer), nilgais (large antelopes), 
chousinghas (four-horned antelopes), chinkaras (gazelles), 
crocodiles and rarely seen leopards. 

Where to stay?  
The Taj Gateway Hotel shares the fabulous location and best 
place to stay. With its rich surroundings of dry deciduous and 
tropical thorn forests, the hotel faces the Hiran River to offer a 
picturesque and serene setting, away from the bustle of the 
city. 

While the jungle safaris introduce you to a life untouched by 
civilization, hotel’ 28 aesthetically-designed rooms offer the 
best of modern-day comforts for you to unwind in, after your 
rendezvous with the wild. 



What to do? 

A Jeep safari through the National Park feels beguilingly 
uncommercial, and simply driving through the thick, 
undisturbed forests would be a joy even if there wasn’t the 
excitement of lions and other wildlife to spot.  

The best safari to go on is undoubtedly the first one of the 
morning, when the lions are most active. They tend to sleep 
for the rest of the day and don't move around much! 

Not to be missed -  

Gondal (125 Kms ):  The 11-gun salute princely state of Gondal 
known for its progressive rulers.  Gondal has a vintage car 
collection of the Maharaja - A fabulous vintage car collection is 
on display that consists of a pre-1910 New Engine, The Delage 
D8, Daimler, and the grand 1935 Mercedes seven-seat saloon, 
among several more, & The Maharaja's Royal Rail Saloons - Rail 
Saloon of the royal family of Gondal, which has been 
refurbished into a suite containing a drawing room, dining 
room and bedroom; beautifully finished with inlaid wood. 
Gondal is a centre for beadwork, embroidery, spinning, 
handloom weaving, woodcarving, silverware and brassware. 

Diu ( 100 Kms ) : This famous Portuguese colony still retains its 
quaint, colonial charm and is known for its forts, museums, 
churches and beaches. The Diu Fort, built in 1535, marked the 
beginning of the Portuguese rule over the territory, which is 
the longest period (1537-1961) of any colonial rule in the 
world. It also includes St. Paul’s Church, built in 1593, and is 
accessible via narrow alleys that are dotted with Portuguese 
architecture-influenced houses. 



When to visit? 

The Sanctuary is open for tourists from 16th October to 15th 
June every year. The best time to visit Gir is between 
December and April.

How to get there?  

By Air : The nearest airports from Gir are Diu (105 Kms) & 
Rajkot (160 Kms).  

From Delhi - There is a daily Air India flight to Rajkot. 

From Mumbai - There are regular flights to Diu and Rajkot 


