
Gangtey Goenpa Lodge 
Be Happy ! 

What is it?  

Only the most intrepid backpackers used to make it to this 
hidden valley, a three- hour drive by (windy, potholed) road 
from Punakha, passing wild marijuana and cascading forests. 
Then they grew up, stopped trying to smoke their roadside 
pickings and wanted a proper place to bed down. And along 
came brand-new Gangtey Goenpa Lodge. It's a mystical sort 
of place - actual clouds sometimes float through the lobby - 
but there's also underfloor heating and wi fi and 12 stonking 
suites, all with wood-burning stoves, freestanding baths and 
views over a valley that stretches further than your 
binoculars. Amble to the nearby 17th-century monastery or - 
a first for Bhutan - take off in a hot-air balloon. Then snuggle 
up with a mulled Bumthang cider and play Bhutanese board 
games into the wee hours. A grown-up refuge for adult 
adventurers. 

Why to visit?  

For a unique and exciting insight into the spectacular Gangtey 
Valley staying in a luxurious 12 room very special wood-and-
stone lodge, which not only allows you not only the Bhutanese 
farmhouse experience but also an outstanding opportunity to 
balloon in this beautiful upland valley. 

Drift down Bhutan’s majestic Phobjikha Valley, savouring a 
bird’s-eye view of the Himalayan scenery unfolding around us. 
To the north, the 400-year-old Gangtey Goenpa monastery 
stands on a ridge, dominating the valley. On each side the 
valley’s forested flanks — home to leopards, bears and boar — 
rise steeply to the skyline. Below, the Nakey Chhu river 
meanders like a silver ribbon through pastures and water 
meadows. 



Not to be missed -  

• Overlooking the Gangtey Valley, with views stretching from the Bhutanese pine forests to the 17th Century Gangtey 
Monastery, the Himalayan scenery unfold around you here as the sun burns away the mist.  

• The valley is also the winter home of hundreds of thrung thrung karmo — black-necked cranes with six-foot wingspans and 
flamboyant mating dances. 

• We watched maroon-robed boy monks hurling foot-long homemade darts at a distant target in a game called kuru.  

• We explored the courtyards and temples of the ancient monastery as monks performed rituals with horns, drums and a 
mournful pipe called a kangling, made from human thigh bones. 

• A hot-air balloon ride over the 400-year-old Gangtey Goenpa monastery, herds of yaks and the majestic Phobjika valley 
(when operational) 



When to visit? 

March to June is the most pleasant time to visit this place.

How to get there?  

Fly to Paro from where it takes a six-hour drive on a bumpy 
road from Paro to reach Bhutan’s Phobjikha Valley.  


