
Fort Tiracol 
India’s last Colonial Bastion 

What is it?  

The former Portuguese armed fortress is now an intimate and 
chic hotel. 

An eighteenth century Portuguese bastion perched atop a 
high mountain on one of Goa’s concealed beaches in 
Pernem, is perfect combination of hospitality and 
preservation – the hotel merges the best of both in an 
extremely illusory setting. On the ramparts, there’s a 
romantic little restaurant and terrace bar. And below, a giant 
statue of Lord Jesus rises from an inner courtyard, 
brandishing an illuminated crucifix to the often starry 
heavens. Truly, this is one of Goa’s most unusual hotels.  

Fort Tiracol is now content to spend the rest of its days on a 
cliff enjoying the kaleidoscopic view of the Arabian Sea and 
the spectacular estuary of the Tiracol River.  

Why to visit?  

Tiracol Fort looks as if it has come out alive from a fairy tale. 
Once an armed fortress that belonged to the Portuguese, is 
now converted into a hotel that offers contemporary rooms 
with breath-taking views of the water where the Arabian Sea 
meets the Tiracol River. A beautiful little Goan church 
dominates the central court around which the fort of Tiracol 
rises: a living church full of light and quiet elegance. With just 
two well-appointed suites and five spacious double rooms, it is 
the definitive place to stay if you’re looking to spend some 
quiet downtime. Its terrace restaurant has lovely tables sitting 
under giant white umbrellas and serves simple Portuguese fare 
coupled with the finest selection of wine. 



What to do? 

Fort Tiracol offers easy access to a secluded beach strip with 
sun decks and lounge chairs, which we think is the perfect 
place to curl up alone with a novel.   

Its private boats can be chartered for cruising and dolphin 
sighting. 

Not to be missed -  

• Delicious food – try Goan fish curry or hot, spicy king 
prawns – and warm. 

• A cocktail or candlelit dinner on the terrace - particularly at 
twilight - is one of Tiracol’s must-dos. 

• Visit of Sawantwadi (located one hour drive from Fort 
Tiracol), is renowned for lacquer ware, popularly known as 
Sawantwadi Lacquer Craft. Wooden toys and artificial fruit 
making are the other major activities. There is also a 
fascination for the crafted round playing cards, which are 
called ganjifa. The Ganjifas of Sawantwadi base 
themselves on the concept of Dashavtars - which are ten 
incarnations of Lord Vishnu in Hindu Mythology. These 
incarnations are identified as: Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, 
Narasimhas, Wamana, Parshurama, Rama, Krishna, 
Balarama and Kalaki.



When to visit? 

Best time to visit is October to April. But it also provides truly 
unforgettable stay during monsoon (May to September). 

How to get there?  

By Air:  Nearest airport is Dabolim Airport ( Goa), which is 85 
Kms. This 02–03 hours journey takes you through the 
picturesque villages of Siolim, Ashvem, and Querim. 


