
Ajanta & Ellora Caves 
Buddha & the Sahibs

What is it?  

It was 1819 in Sahyadri Hills, when a party of British officers, 
out hunting for that elusive Tiger to whom we owe our 
rediscovery of the cave temples of Ajanta. 

Soon, the British Officers forgot all about their hunting…
when they saw the horseshoe-shaped caves of Ajanta, a site 
lost for centuries - a series of 30 caves cut into the hills by 
Buddhist monks between 2nd and 6th Century BCE, to serve 
as residences, temples and schools.  

Here what’s William Dalrymple says - “Ajanta murals told the 
Jatakas stories of the lives of the buddha in images of 
supreme elegance and grace.” 

Ellora Caves, 34 in numbers, built during 6th and 9th 
Centuries, proudly show off their Indian rock-cut architecture 
and it is one of the largest rock-hewn monastic-temple 
complexes in the world. 

Both these caves are USESCO World Heritage Sites.   

Why to visit?  

These harmonious named caves are located in the heartily 
area across the borders of Mumbai. 

Feel the positive aura, fall in love with the architecture, enchant 
the heavenly peace, discover the mysteries and pay homage 
to the living example of Human dedication.  

Come and see the gilt-edged treasures of India. 



What to do? 

This place is the perfect blend of History, Architecture and a 
soothing atmosphere.  

At Ajanta Caves: Cave 1, 2, 16 and 17 are equipped with 
ancient paintings - The paintings show heavy religious 
influence and are centered about Buddha, Bodhisattvas, 
incidents from the life of Buddha and Jatakas.  

The caves 9, 10, 19, 26 and 29 are chaitya-grihas and the rest 
are monasteries. 

At Ellora Caves: Kailash Temple at Cave is a celebration of 
thunderous power.  

The Buddhist Caves (1-12), at the southern end, are the 
oldest, dating back to 500-750 CE. The Hindu Caves (14-29) 
date between 600 and 870 CE and the Jain Caves (30-34) 
are further north of the escarpment and can be traced back 
to 800 CE and late 10th century CE. 

Not to be missed -  

• The most astonishing of the lot is Cave 16 in Ellora Caves, 
renowned as the Kailash Temple – a giant monolithic 
excavation. 

• Visit to Bibi-qa-Maqbara in Aurangabad - Often called 
‘Poor Man’s Taj’, built by Aurangzeb’s son Azam Khan in 
1679 as a mausoleum for his mother Rabia-ud-Daurani. 

• Visit to Daulatabad Fort - Just 16 kms away from 
Aurangabad, built by the Yadava Kings through the 12th 
century.  

• Stay at Vivanta by Taj Hotel in Aurangabad, comprises 63 
rooms. 



When to visit? 

November to February is the most pleasant time to visit this 
place.  

Ajanta & Ellora Caves remain closed on Monday & Tuesday 
respectively. 

How to get there?  

By Air: There are regular flight to Aurangabad from Delhi and 
Mumbai.  

Ajanta is 32 Kms and Ellora is 98 Kms from Aurangabad. 


